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Paul speaks to the Galatians on the change which has oc-
curred in their lives "now that faith has come." We are re-
minded that, because of the work of God in Christ, in the
cross and resurrection of Jesus, we are given a home, a
place in the kingdom of God. We belong.

Galatians 3:23-29 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So
the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer
under the supervision of the law. You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Reflections
Belonging and Individuality

Many people wrangle with wanting to
belong and wanting to maintain indi-
viduality. A significant cultural develop-
ment has been the evolution of indi-
viduality. We to maintain a strong
sense of self. Our sense of the spiritual
may reflect this, too. Many talk about
faith as a private, personal experience.
Frequently it is. We can meet God
alone in prayer. But, if we can love
Christ on our own, why is belonging to
a Christian community important?

We come to know Christ through oth-
ers. In Christian community we find
support to do his work. After Jesus’
Resurrection, the Holy Spirit swept
through locked doors and windows into
the midst of the frightened apostles.
This event, known as Pentecost, marks
the beginning of the Church. The Holy
Spirit unites us through faith, and as
such, Jesus lives among us. Theolo-
gian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, tells us that
Christ exists as a community of believ-
ers. Matthew expresses how Jesus
remains among us: “whenever two or
more of you gather in my name, | am
there” (Matt. 18:20). The power in com-
munity is the Holy Spirit moving us to
follow Christ. Praying and working to-
gether in Jesus’ name we activate the

potential of God’s will for us. Jesus
has called all of us to join him.

The Gospels recount Jesus working
with all kinds of people, nobles to out-
casts. He lived a life of inclusion and
tolerance. He crossed deep social di-
vides to reach as many people as
would listen. Jesus confronted people
whose religious focus was to segre-
gate others, keeping those they es-
teemed as holy from those whom they
judged as unclean. Christ destroyed

..If we want to encounter
Christ, living now in the
world and in us, we must
risk getting outside of
ourselves and answer his
invitation to belong.

these barriers, rendering them irrele-
vant by demonstrating God's forgive-
ness and mercy. In Life Together,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer notes that “{w]hen
God was merciful to us, we learned to
be merciful with our brethren...God
taught us to meet one another as God
has met us in Christ.” To be Christian
is to be inclusive and included.

Time spent alone and in community
deepens our relationship with Jesus
and others. Yet, some of us resist join-
ing. We may want to practice our faith
alone to avoid the small moments of
friction and inconveniences we inevita-
bly experience in groups. But, if we
want to encounter Christ, living now in
the world and in us, we must risk get-
ting outside of ourselves and answer
his invitation to belong. By resisting
community, we rob ourselves of con-
nections that encourage spiritual
growth. We mature spiritually in com-
munion with others. Spiritual life, like
the intellect and the psyche, is
strengthened through introspection and
interaction. The Christian community
nurtures our faith as individuals and as
members of the body of Christ.

— Sylvia Karman
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Readin gs Don't have a Bible? Access these scriptures at biblegateway.com.

Sunday, June 24

Galatians 3:23-29

Paul tells the Galatians that they are united in their faith. What effect does being “in Christ” have on the
relationships among believers?

Monday, June 25

Acts 17:26-27

God made every nation and determined when and where we should live so that we may do his work. What
needs do you see in our faith community and beyond that needs to be addressed? What do you think God
is calling you to do?

Tuesday, June 26

Psalm 133:1

How does the unity of our Christian community serve you, your family, and others? How does it serve
God?

Wednesday, June 27

Colossians 3:12-14

The apostle Paul instructs the Colossians on how they should behave as members of the Christian com-
munity. According to the verses, how should we “clothe” ourselves? What virtue binds us together? How
are we to grow spiritually?

Thursday, June 28

Acts 4:32-37

What are you most likely to share: your time, your money, your heart? What does church mean to you?
That is, is it a place, a weekly activity, or a form of extended family? What would you like it to be, and what
do you need to do to bring about that vision?

Friday, June 29

1 Corinthians 3:1-22

What issues do you think are most likely to cause division within a church? What does this passage tell us
about the characteristics of a worldly versus a spiritual people?

Saturday, June 30

Philippians 2:1-11

To remain united in Christ, we are called in this passage to imitate Christ’s humility. How can humility en-
sure the spiritual health of a church? What do you feel you are called to do or to change? How do you bal-
ance meeting the needs of others with meeting your own needs?
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